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Where Do You See Hope? 


We have invited folks in the Southeast Conference to 
send in videos of their thoughts about where they 
see hope. | have also been giving it some thought. We 
are living in a time of uncertainty! When can we 
safely resume our “normal” lives; can schools re-open 
safely; how long will finances last without 
employment; when will there be a vaccine; will the 
actions lifting up racism in our society make a real 
difference; is it federal, state, or local responsibility to 
respond to situations, etc. With all of this uncertainty, 
are there signs of hope? Absolutely! 


e | see hope in the stories of churches and individuals stepping up to 
help their neighbors during this time - providing food, making trips to 
get prescriptions. 

e | see hope at the resilience of our local church pastors who never 
thought of themselves as TV evangelists, but who have stepped 
forward to understand the technology and learn ways of 
communicating online to reach even more people. 

e | see hope in the flourish of book studies and conversations about 
racism and history, often with the comment “I never knew that!” or 
“That's just wrong!” 

e | see hope in people’s anger as they challenge systems that 
perpetuate racism and injustice. 

e | see hope in larger companies using their influence and money to 
push for change - even changing the name of the Washington 
Redskins. 
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e | see hope that the UCC “Sacred Conversations on Race” Summer 
Institute had such a large response, that additional sessions are 
scheduled for the Fall and next Winter. 

e | see hope that local churches are actively engaged in issues of voter 
suppression that seek to disenfranchise individuals and communities. 

e | see hope as | continue to hear the words of Congressman John Lewis 
and those who embrace his message encouraging others to move 
forward and stand up for what they truly believe, while demonstrating 
the way of peace, love and nonviolence. 


| also see hope each morning as | see the birds at the birdfeeder in my 
backyard (and the squirrels waiting for what is dropped), the rabbit who 
lives in our flower bed, the occasional chipmunk that runs across the patio. 
They remind me that “God is good - all the time!” They remind me that God 
has gifted us with resilience and the ability to affect the world around us. 
This not only gives me hope but energizes me to see this time as a time of 
new opportunity to become who God has called us to be. 


Blessings, Char Burch 
Transitional Conference Minister 


News from the Conference Office 


x, 


Sfreans $ [mnecfion 


Our Calling to Reconcile the Beloved Community 


Southeast Conference Annual Meeting - September 26 
10 am Eastern / 9 am Central to 12 pm Eastern / 11 am Central 


Although COVID-19 has changed our plans - moving us from the original 
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June date and further moving the meeting to an electronic meeting, we will 
still come together, worship, and attend to business. Because the meeting 
will be held via technology, we will have a shorter meeting and focus on the 
important business that needs to be addressed. So please plan to join us! 


REGISTER ONLINE 


As part of our opening worship at Annual Meeting, we would like to include 
a passing of the peace from every church. Please send a 3-second video of 
your church or members of your congregation saying “Peace be with you 
from (church name), locatedin___ (City, State)." If you cannot make 
a video, please send in an image of your congregation. Videos can be sent 
via text to 404-719-6572, or emailed to hfosburgh@secucc.org. 


We are also hoping to include a virtual pick-up choir as part worship at 
Annual Meeting. Look for more details soon. If you think someone from 
your church might be interested in participating, please email Heather 
Fosburgh at hfosburgh@secucc.org so we can reach out when the details 


are finalized. 
ANNUAL MEETING WEBSITE 


Ecclesiastical Council of Rev. Richard Barham is 
Tuesday, August 4 


The Southeast Conference’s Commission on Ministry 
invites you to the Ecclesiastical Council of Rev. 
Richard Barham, Senior Pastor of Spirit of the Cross 
UCC in Huntsville, AL. Ecclesiastical Councils (ECs) are 
the last step in the process for both Members in 
Discernment and for Ministers transferring their 
credentials to the United Church of Christ from 
another denomination called the Privilege of Call. As 
part of the EC, Southeast Conference members will 
have the opportunity to hear about Rev. Barham’s ministry and call to the 
United Church of Christ. 


a. ®& 


As part of the EC, you, members of the Southeast Conference, will have the 
opportunity to listen to the work of the Spirit, and vote to welcome Rev. 
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Barham into the UCC as a fully authorized ordained minister. Rev. Barham 
currently serves as Senior Pastor of Spirit of the Cross UCC in Huntsville, AL, 
a congregation that affiliated with the UCC in October 2018. This EC will be 
online and you can register here to attend on August 4th at 6 pm Eastern, 5 
pm Central. 


Communities of Practice: An Exciting New Program for 
Clergy 


The Commission on Ministry is pleased to announce a new initiative: 
"Communities of Practice" for our clergy. Clarice Mitchell, chair of Support 
and Nurture for the COM, says "we are very excited about the program 
because it can help clergy do their job better." The program was developed 
as part of the Pastoral Excellence initiative. It is dedicated to strengthening 
and sustaining excellent pastoral leaders for a lifetime of creative, effective 
service to the church. 


Mitchell continues, "As a retired pastor, | know that it is not easy being a 
pastor since we wear so many hats. Also, it is often a lonely job and the 
Communities of Practice (“COP”) encourage lifetime friends among the 
other 5 or 6 participants in each group." Local pastors will benefit from this 
new program but so will chaplains and specialized ministers. We will have a 
COP just for them since their ministry is unique. They have certainly been 
on the front lines recently and feeling the stress of doing ministry. 


Read the full interview with Clarice on our website, and learn how to get 
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involved in a Community of Practice, including application to bea 
facilitator, and the Coordinator of the program. 


Re-Opening of Churches - August 10 


As situations regarding COVID-19 keep changing, moderators and church 
leaders are invited to join in the continued conversation about when and 
how church buildings re-open and in-person worship resumes. Everyone is 
welcome to join the conversation. 


Join us on Monday, August 10 at 7:00 pm Eastern / 6:00 pm Central via 
Zoom. Register online here. 


For All Clergy 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesdays in August (4, 11, 18, 25) - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, August 25: 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, August 27: 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of August 2 


Unity UCC; Montgomery, Alabama 
Marsha Brown 

Kathryn Hauk 

Lewis Kola 

Robert Rezash 

Sonya Gravlee 


Week of August 9 


First Congregational UCC; Savannah, Georgia 
Mary Brueggemann 

Rose Hermonat 

Derrick Rice 

George Thomas 


Prayer Requests 


We share with Pleasant Hill Community Church and the Uplands Villiage 
community in the sadness at the passing of Rev. Ed Dahmer on Sunday, 
July 19. We pray for Bernice, family, and friends, especially at this time. 
The full obituary is on our website. 


Churches in Transition 
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Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Open Table, Mobile AL; Rush Memorial, 
Atlanta GA; United Church of Cookeville, Cookeville TN; Brookemeade 
Congregational, Nashville TN 


Pastoral Transitions 


e Rev. James Bowman Harris concludes his ministry at United Church 
of Cookeville, after receiving a call to Pilgrim Faith UCC in Oak Lawn, 
IL. 

e Rev. Diane Tugel concludes her ministry as lead pastor of the 
pastoral team at Brookmeade UCC, Nashville, TN. She continues as a 
CPE Educator at St. Thomas/Nashville CPE Partnership. 


News from the Wider Church 


Virtual Confirmation and Sunday School Webinar 


Wednesday - August 12, 3 pm Eastern - Local church pastors will reflect on 

‘Virtual Confirmation and Children’s Sunday School During the Pandemics.” 
as part of the series of Innovative Ministry Webinars sponsored by the UCC 
Council of Conference Ministers. The Zoom link will be available soon. 
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Rev. Dr. Allan Boesak Rev. Dr. Curtiss DeYoung Rev. Traci D. Blackmon 


SANKOFA: Reaching Back & Stepping Up 
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The national setting will be presenting a webinar for a Special Edition 
Tuesday for Nurture on Tuesday, August 11th from 3:30 - 5:30 Eastern Time 
and will have a conversation between Rev. Traci Blackmon, and Rev. Dr. 
Allan Boesak & Rev. Dr. Curtiss DeYoung, co-authors of the book: Radical 
Reconciliation: Beyond Political Pietism and Christian Quietism. After the 
conversation, all panelists will be present for some time to answer your 
questions as you have them. **Note: This is a two-hour conversation, and it 
will be recorded.** To get your own copy of the book, you can click 

here: https://www.orbisbooks.com/radical-reconciliation.html. Register 
Online. 


UCC Webinar Recordings Available 


The national setting of the UCC has developed several webinars which are 
wonderful educational tools such as Creation Justice webinars, Our Faith 
Our Vote Series, Worship and Care for the entire church with webinars on 
such topics as Legal issues, Congregational Lay Leadership During Times of 
Crisis, The Power of Boundaries; Queer the Church, etc. There are also 
video of inspiration for feeding the soul. These can all be found at 


website continues to add resources for local churches and pastors 
https://www.ucc.org/coronavirus. 


Tell Us How Your Ministry Is An Everyday Superhero! 


The Insurance Board is asking you to share your ministry of hope and 
inspiration with other churches and partner denominations! The first 35 
entries win a $35 gift card for their organization, and a chance for your 
story to be featured in our fall/winter issue of The Steward. Tell them how 
your organization has persevered and found ways to creatively serve your 
ministry during these unprecedented times. To share your story, click 
here. Entries are due by September 15th. 


News from our Local Congregations 


Open Table UCC Supports Gulf Coast Creation Care in 
Mobile, Alabama 


Submitted by Ellen Sims, Pastor of Open Table UCC 
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and Rhoda Vanderhart, Moderator of Open Table 


Rhoda Vanderhart, Moderator of Open Table UCC in Mobile, has written as 
part of the training program she’s taking to be a Climate Reality Leader. 
Rhoda applied for and was recently accepted into their training 

program. She will be one of two Climate Reality Leaders in the Mobile area, 
and maybe in all of Alabama. 


Rhoda also has been instrumental in the Gulf Coast Creation Care group, 
which Open Table and All Saints Episcopal founded early this year and 
which is now an interfaith 501(c)(3) with about 10 other congregations/faith 
groups participating. The group is planning a virtual three-day Climate 
Reality symposium in September with guest speakers. 


Read Rhoda's Climate Story on our website. 


\ 


Honor John Lewis and CT Vivian by Walking 54 Miles 
Submitted by Rev. Bennie Liggins 


To honor the lives and legacies of Congressman John Lewis and Rev. CT 
Vivian, Rev. Bennie Liggins of Unity UCC, Montgomery, AL is encouraging his 
congregation to join the “My54” movement. This is not a movement to raise 
money, but a movement to walk 54 miles in August (the distance of the 
1965 Selma March) and raise voices to overcome inequality through social 
media and other communications. Consider joining the movement! For 
more details: www.my54.org. 
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Job Opening 


First Congregational Church of Atlanta: 
Facility Manager 


From Don Sykes, Church Administrator 


The facility manager will be responsible for inspecting, overseeing the 
maintenance and repair of mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and HVAC 
systems to ensure optimal operating results. The successful candidate will 
oversee the church's facility operations, manage custodial staff, and ensure 
compliance of all vendors and contractors based on local work safety 
guidelines and OSHA regulations. The applicant should have a Bachelor’s 
degree or equivalent experience, experience with church or non-profit 
organization(s), prior experience as a successful facilities manager/ 
maintenance supervisor, and 5+ years’ experience in facilities operations. 
Please contact the Church Administrator at don@firstchurchatl.org for 
more details and a full job description. 


Conference Calendar 


August 4 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 4 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EDT 
EC for Rev. Richard Barham 


August 10 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church Leaders 


August 11 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 13 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


August 18 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 18 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm EDT 
PAM Team Meeting 
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August 20 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 


August 24 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 


of ¢ ition for all Church Leaders 


August 25 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 


View the full calendar of events online: https: 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; courch¢ 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosbur 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; 
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